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Access to information

Access to information and knowledge has a 

prominent role in several UN SDG’s: 

1 no poverty

4 quality education 

9 innovation and infrastructure

16 peace and justice 

17 partnerships for the goals
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Report of the UN SG’s High 
level Panel on Digital 
Cooperation: “affordable 
access to digital networks 
for every adult by 2030”



Is access to information still an issue??
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https://www.fundcalibre.com/income-vs-growth-technology-investing



• 50% of world population has no reliable access to 
information 

• lack of resources/skills to use information in a 
relevant way (cf. misinformation)

• artificial intelligence (AI) is fundamentally 
changing everything

• benefits of technological advances risk to be 
limited to happy few (cf. big data)

Broad societal challenges
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Misinfo > trustworthy info/science
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Traditional scholarl. comm. is broken
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The traditional model of scholarly 
communication is not focused on access to 
information, collaboration and transparency  

It’s a source of inequality and exclusion (“core” 
vs. “peripheral” journals)

https://www.euroscientist.com/open-scientists-in-the-shoes-of-frustrated-academics-part-i-open-
minded-scepticism/



Open Science 

https://image.slidesharecdn.com/emendez-presentation-
170530110027/95/research-data-in-an-open-science-world-prof-dr-eva-mendez-
uc3m-7-638.jpg?cb=1496142090

https://image.slidesharecdn.com/emendez-presentation-170530110027/95/research-data-in-an-open-science-world-prof-dr-eva-mendez-uc3m-7-638.jpg?cb=1496142090


Open Science = 
Better Science



Open Science is about ...
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values such as respect, equality, diversity, 
inclusion, collaboration
metrics and rewards system that ensures that 
output is evaluated solely on its own merits and is 
made available to the widest audience possible* 
(incl. machine actionable formats)
institutions and researchers taking back control 
over scholarly communication
objectives such as openness, transparency, more 
rigorous and higher quality research, innovation, 
collaboration (“right to science”), interoperability

*Chan, L.; Gray, E. (2014), Centering the knowledge peripheries through Open Access



LAC is a pioneer in OA to publications



(Open) Research Data: LEARN project

http://learn-rdm.eu/en/dissemination/
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Model Policy for RDM

Toolkit with 25 case studies of good 
practices

Executive summary of the  
LERU Roadmap in 5 languages 

Raising awareness on RDM and 

engaging stakeholders in Latin 

America and the Caribbean

DOI: 10.14324/000.learn.07

RDM in Latin America and 

the Caribbean: an overview

http://learn-
rdm.eu/en/research-data-latin-
america/

http://learn-rdm.eu/en/dissemination/
http://dx.doi.org/10.14324/000.learn.07
http://learn-rdm.eu/en/research-data-latin-america/


GDI step by step



Our strengths in LAC

● Open Access by default

● extensive experience with co-operative, non-
APC models of publishing

● extensive networks of repositories, well 
connected with international equivalents

● largely compliant with international standards 
and guidelines (e.g. OpenAire 4 Guidelines for 
Repositories)



Our challenges in LAC

● need more data in repositories

● need to FAIR-ify our data

● need more trained people

● need more certification (e.g. Core Trust Seal 
certification for trustworthy data repositories) 



Next step: to the Cloud… and beyond 

http://english.cnic.cas.cn/patform/202001/t20200106_228938.html

https://www.eosc-portal.eu/about/eosc
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