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Why engage in Science? What is 

the role of Scientists?

“Take nobody’s word 

for it”

“Question authority”



Why do we engage in research? 

Scientists usually have purposes which

mutually feed each other: 

(i) Create new knowledge;

(ii) Broadly disseminate this knowledge

(publishing papers in archival journals, 

for instance) and

(iii) Educate new generations to keep the

process going, being a good mentor.
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Good intentions. Require a 

change of culture and, thus, 

patience… 





“I never let my schooling interfere with my education”

“I never let my indices interfere with my research”

Mark Twain



Ignorance: how increasing 

knowledge leads to improving our 

ignorance 

Uncertainty: how “controlled 

experiments” leave room for 

uncontrolled events in investigating 

the unknown, including serendipity

Failure: learn to fail better !



“In the first place, God made idiots. This was for practice. 

Then He made School Boards”

“In the first place, God made idiots. This was for practice. 

Then He made Evaluation Panels”

Mark Twain



What do I look for when I’m an “idiot”

1) Honesty

2) Rigor

3) Creativity

4) Perseverance

5) Deepness/scholarly atitude

6) Ability to clearly communicate



Responsible research 
assessment requires reflection

- Engage Funding Agencies

- Engage Academies of Sciences

- Engage Scientific Societies

(Don’t introduce researchers 
mentioning their numbers of 
publications, citations, indices etc. as 
if they were a “rap sheet”)


